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ELECTRICITY — FEED-IN TARIFF 

563. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Energy:  

I refer to the minister’s announcement today that the government will be commencing a net feed-in tariff on 1 
July 2010.  

(1) Why has the government taken nearly nine months to announce its plans for a feed-in tariff?  

(2) Why will there be a further delay of 13 months before Western Australian householders can access the 
scheme?  

(3) Does the minister consider nearly 22 months from the 2008 election an appropriate time to implement 
the scheme?  

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the honourable member for the question. It is a good question and it is a valid question.  

(1)-(3) The honourable member would be well aware that the former government went into the last election 
promising that it would introduce a gross feed-in tariff of 60c per kilowatt hour; and we matched it. Just 
after I went to my first ministerial council meeting, it became evident to me that virtually every energy 
minister from across the nation scoffed at the notion that we would introduce a gross feed-in tariff. I 
puffed my chest out and said that that was what we were doing. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich: What chest? 

Hon PETER COLLIER: That is not nice. I could say the same. Sorry, Mr President.  

Hon Ken Travers: Are you sunburnt, minister?  

Hon PETER COLLIER: Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich started it!  

This is a serious issue. We were supportive of the 60c gross feed-in tariff. An amount of $13.5 million would 
deliver 10 megawatts into the grid. That modelling was fatally flawed. It would not deliver 10 megawatts into 
the grid. We have literally been inundated with applications for the feed-in tariff. At the moment we have 
received around 4 000 applications for the gross feed-in tariff. If I announced today that we would go along with 
the 60c feed-in tariff, I would have opened it today and closed it at the same press conference. 

Hon Kate Doust: You would have done that? 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I could have closed it and then what would have happened? Just on 4 000 people have 
access to this feed-in tariff. We made a logical adjustment to the system. Every person who has put in an 
application up to today—there are around 4 000 of them—will get a rebate. They will be eligible for the net 
feed-in tariff. When we introduce a comprehensive wide-ranging net feed-in tariff next year, thousands more 
Western Australians will have access to financial reimbursement for installing a photovoltaic solar panel. We 
could have said that we would adhere to the 60c gross feed-in tariff, cut it off today and left it to a select few to 
have their PV solar panel paid off in a couple of years or we could have expanded the system, recognised those 
4 000 people by giving them their rebate, depending on the size of the system, and extended it further next year, 
saying that we will embrace thousands more Western Australians. The enthusiasm with which members of the 
Western Australian public have embraced the feed-in tariff is testimony to the fact that they are on board with 
renewable energy and with reducing emissions.  

Hon Kate Doust: It is more than you are!  

Hon PETER COLLIER: If Hon Kate Doust were on this side of the chamber, which she is not, she would be 
faced with the same situation that I face.  

Hon Kate Doust: Except I would have done a better job than you!  

Hon PETER COLLIER: What would Hon Kate Doust have done? Would she have done what this government 
has done and extended the program? 

Hansard, please note, silence! 

The PRESIDENT: Hon Sally Talbot. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! I am aware of only one Hon Sally Talbot in the chamber, and she has the call. 
 


